Family surprised with home renovations
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Family surprised with home renovations
Church group did work for Germantown family with special-needs son
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When the Lon fumily returned to their
Germantown bome Sunday after a week in a
hotel, they expected tw find a rehabbed bathroom
and laundry room, maybe a fresh coat of paint on
the walls, Instead, they walked into s whole new
house and a new way of life.

The Waterhoyz for Jesus, a men's serviee group
that draws its 150 members from churches in
Montgomery and Frederick countics, completed
maore than 520,000 in renovations at the Lons'
home, The improvements will help the family of
seven care for son Christian, 13, who has Hunter
syndrome, a rare progressive genetic discase in
which the body is unable produce a certain
enzyme. Life expectancy for severe cases such as
Christian's ranges between 10 and 20 years,
according to the Mational Institutes of Health's
Web site.

"This [project] started out as something big and
unmanageable and tumed into something
enormous and manageable," Greg Lueck, one of
the project managers, said Thursday as the crew
replaced carpets with hardwood floors and
repainted the walls. "It's just amazing how people

v

Findoutwhere o  prioritize to get this commitment done before
be and what their other prioritics."
fo sea,
mﬂl‘:ﬁg A coworker of Christian's mother Maureen Lon at
Damascus C i
St 1, ascus Commumity Preschool who knew

about the Waterboyz told the group about the
family, according to organizer Paul Foss, They met with the family
about a month ago and asked them o create a wish list, which inchuded a
sit-down bathiub for Christian, who can be severely injured in a fall, and
a washing machine and dryer. Christian, who has the mental age of a 1-
year-old, is incontinent, so the family does many loads of laundry.

"She adores him, she just loves that little boy,” Connie Hicks, the
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Family surprised with home renovations

preschool's director, said of Maureen Lon on Sunday. "It just s0 neat to
so¢ someone who so deserves il o get something like this"

While the group started planning for the bathroom and laundry room, they also distributed the rest of the family's wish list,
which included replacing tom and wom carpets and old furniture. Donations poured in, and the project became much
larger.

Supplics and items such as appliances were provided free or at cost, including two sets of farniture (the spare set will likely
£0 to a rescue mission). Many volunteers had experience in construction, plumbing and electrical work, and about 200
people helped with the renovations.

About 50 people lined the street in front of the Lons’ house on Sunday as the donated limousine pulled up, Christian's
wheelchair carcfilly folded on the passenger’s seat. They exited to a round of cheers, and the group lowered their heads in
praver to bless the family and their bome.

“I'm speechless, They've needed this for so long," said the children's grandmother Betty Heffron as friends, neighbors and
members of the Waterboyz checked out the renovations. "It's such a blessing. God is good.”

The three boys — Christian, Anthony, 11, and Patrick, 9 — now share a room in the basement, also outfitted with a living
room and a kitchenstie in a new room built in half of the two-car garage so Christian never has to risk injury going up the
siairs. Daughters Jackie, 20, and Ashley, 14, have their own rooms.

"I¥'s beyond anything | could imagine,” Tony Lon said. Christian is undergoing a new enzyme replacement therapy that
requires weekly hospital visit, and the family hopes to be able to do the treatments ol home, "At one point we were
concerned becanse we didn't have the set up or the space,” he said, looking around the house.

Watch onling

See Waterboyz for Jesus working on 2 home makeover for the Lon family of Germantown, Watch the video at
www. gazelte, netividen,
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